SUMMARY A family study was based on 245 boy and 329 girl patients treated surgically for nonsyndromic cleft palate between 1920 and 1939; 86 and 81 respectively were traced and had had children. These 167 were the probands for the family study and were interviewed in their homes. None was born to a consanguineous marriage.
There is, as yet, little information on the risks to children of probands with cleft palate unassociated with cleft lip. Furthermore, the studies that are available may include children of affected relatives as well as of probands, or fail to make clear that care was taken to exclude probands who were traced through an affected child. We report a series of 384 children born to 167 non-syndromic probands. Material and methods The material and methods are those described in the companion family study of (documented) of 117 grandchildren. Two of the original series, who were excluded because they were syndromic, were a patient with the popliteal pterygium syndrome and a patient with the Van der Woude syndrome, each of whom had an affected child.
Other malformations in the children of the probands included one case of cleft lip and one of Hirschsprung's disease. One of the daughters with cleft palate had an ectopic anus and a ventricular septal defect; her mother had only cleft palate. One child was mentally retarded and partially deaf.
None of the probands was born to a consanguineous marriage. Discussion The proportion of children affected (2.9%±0.9) was higher, but not significantly, than the proportion affected of sibs of probands (1 3% ±0-6). Only one proband had an affected parent. This proband had one unaffected child and no sibs. The proportion of first degree relatives affected was not influenced by the sex of the proband, the proportions, combining sibs and children, being 6/376 for male and 10/406 for female probands. 
